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This is an extraordinary personal testament, the story of one boyâ€™s triumph in the face of

impossible obstacles. Born with cerebral palsy in Moscow, Ruben Gallego was hidden away in

Soviet state institutions by his maternal grandfather, the secretary general of the Spanish

Communist Party in the 1960s. His was a boyhood spent in orphanages, hospitals, and old-age

homes, a life of emotional deprivation and loss of human dignity.Â  Â And yet there is no self-pity

here, no bitterness, only an unfailing regard for the truth. Gallegoâ€™s story is one of neglect and

mistreatment but also of shared small pleasures, of courage, of the power of the human will, and of

a childâ€™s growing fascination with books and the worlds he finds in them.
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This is an excellent book and the author is very talented. It was very important reading for me both

personally and professionally. I highly recommend this book to anyone who does any international

humanitarian work, adoptions, or professional service working with child abandonment, disabilities,

and orphanages. However, this book is much more than a professional reading. Different

dimensions of life. Good book.

Ruben Gallego tells a modern version of "The Prince and the Pauper" story with unexpected twist.

The story happens in the Soviet Union during a "thaw" of 70s. The Prince is a grandson of a leader

of Spain communist party, who was born in Russian hospital with cerebral palsy and left to die in



Soviet orphanage. Fortunately he had a strong will to survive the ordeal of "happy childhood" of the

"heaven on earth" to tell his story and escape to US. Makes you wonder about fate of thousands of

orphans living in Russia currently (in 2012 "Russian Deputy Prime Minister Olga Golodets has put

the number of orphans in the country today at 118,000" - See more at: [...]

It's a book which can change your personality. An orphans with cerebral palsy's struggle for life and

human dignity in Soviet institutions. I am listening to it now and I cry all the time. The bookis written

in Russian and translated to many other languages. Read it and you will never look at fysically

challenged people the way you did before!

Iâ€™ve often seen educational research suggesting that the autistic mind is capable of learning

more. This book articulates what the human mind thinks when it can finally communicate what it has

experienced throughout the years. I kept thinking this the 70â€•s?Talk about time travel; this book

takes you through the thoughts and actions of educational institutions. It truly challenges my thinking

and feeling to be a little kinder in every situation. I wish everyone could experience even one

chapter of this easily red and understood book.
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